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14th Sept “My Journey to Find My Creative Side” - Talk by our own 
Chrissie Hart ARPS DPAGB. A print talk charting Chrissie’s journey from her 
start in photography 2007 to the present day.

21st Sept “Interesting Stuff” - Talk by Justin Minns. “A quest to find interesting 
subjects to photograph is one of the things that keeps me motivated. This 
talk explores what makes an interesting photograph: the subject or the 
photographer?”

28th Sept “Our Members Speak” - Short presentations by members of the 
Society. This is an opportunity to share and discuss your personal images. If 
you would like to take part, please contact Colin Westgate. 

5th Oct Projected Digital Image League Competition (1st round)
Appraisal by Pauline Martindale

12th Oct “Photography on the Dark Side” - Talk by Peter Benson ARPS 
AWPF CRGP CPAGB BPE3*.. Peter is a keen urban nightscape photographer and 
workshop leader. He can often be found walking along the banks of the River 
Thames with his camera and tripod, either with clients or just out for his 
own enjoyment. During this talk Peter takes us back into the history of night 
photography, running alongside his family history in photography, and then 
on a tour around some of his favourite places for night photography in the 
UK. He also shows some of the places he has visited further afield, including 
the cities of Dresden, Seville and New York. During this journey he’ll be 
giving some hints and tips along the way, sprinkled with a bit of history about 
some of the places, so there will be something for everyone.   

16th Oct (Sat) Chelmsford 4C’s Shield Inter-Club Panel Competition at Chelmsford

19th Oct CPS 8 X 8 Trophy Competition 
Eight clubs compete with an entry of eight prints, each by eight different 
photographers. Appraisal by Sarah Kelman  ARPS DPAGB

26th Oct Colour Print League Competition (1st round)
Appraisal  by Ken Payne 
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COLCHESTER PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

Programme 2021/22 

All meetings commence promptly at 7.30pm.

Aims of the Society 
To promote and encourage interest in the study and appreciation of photography. This is achieved by inviting top 
lecturers, both amateur and professional, to present their work and demonstrate techniques. In addition, the Society 
provides practical demonstrations and competitions, as well as encouraging members in advancing their photography.
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28th Oct 
(Thurs)

New Members’ Evening with Tony Bramley FRPS 
This evening is designed for new members and will introduce them to Club 
activities and help them get the maximum benefit from their membership. 
It aims to clarify what goes on in the club and to ‘de-mystify’ some of the 
photographic jargon and other activities that take place. Importantly, it will 
also include an informal appraisal of members images (prints or PDI). Please 
bring prints on the night - they do not need to be mounted. Please email PDI 
images to Tony by 19th October, or bring on a memory stick on the night.  
Existing members are also very welcome. (£3 payable on the night, to cover 
room hire)  

2nd Nov “Reality is for People without Imagination” - Talk by Gary 
Nicholls. This talk is designed to inspire the audience to try new ideas and 
ignore convention by creating a personal project,using the camera as a tool 
to create “Fine Art images from imagination to realisation”.

9th Nov Monochrome Print League Competition (1st round)
Appraisal  by Clive Tanner FRPS MPAGB

16th Nov “The Full Circle” - Talk Gary Atkinson about his 25 year career as a 
photographer, showing portraits, commercial work, landscapes, Getty stock 
images and some personal work. 

18th Nov 
(Thurs)

Workshop Evening by Zoom with Tony Bramley FRPS. 
An informal appraisal of images, so do join in if you can. Please email your 
PDI’s to Tony Bramley by 9th November and refer to the Society’s website if 
you are unsure how to do this, or ask Tony.

23rd Nov Projected Digital Image League Competition (2nd round). 
Appraisal by Alison Jenkins ARPS DPAGB BPE1*

30th Nov North Essex PDI Competition. An inter-club trophy competition with 
each club offering up six of their best images. Appraisal by Chris Palmer 
FRPS DPAGB EFIAP. As we won this event last season, we are the hosts this 
year.

7th Dec “A Feeling of Impressionism” -  Talk by Steven le Provost FRPS 
MPAGB AFIAP FIPF BPE5* live from Jersey by Zoom. ”I concentrate on three 
genres; still life, nautical and character studies. All of my work in recent years 
has been influenced by impressionism. My goal is to create pictures that 
portray mood, atmosphere and emotion. I will show work from two FRPS 
panels; the methods I use; my approach to being creative; pictures that work 
and those that don’t”. 

12th Dec 
(Sun)

Christmas Dinner at The Cricketers

14th Dec ‘Ladies v Gents’ PDI Contest. A pre-Christmas ‘friendly’ contest by 
Zoom. The Gents won last year, so will this be the turn of the Ladies? The 
mince pies will be ‘virtual’, unfortunately! Appraisal by Peter Benson ARPS 
CPAGB AWPF BPE3*
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21st & 28th Dec - No Meetings during Christmas Period

2022
4th Jan Projected Digital Image League Competition (3rd round)

Appraisal by Steve Carroll ARPS 

11th Jan “A Photographic Immersion in Havana” -  Talk by our Chairman, 
Roy Essery MPAGB. Following a previous family holiday to Cuba, in November 
2019 Roy decided to revisit Havana for a week on his own. This time the 
stay was to be in a Casa Particular (B&B), rather than a hotel, right in the 
middle of the old town. What a great choice it proved to be with competition 
worthy images quite literally on the doorstep, day and night. Never had a 
single weeks photography trip resulted in so many “keepers”, as a 170 page 
photographic book that followed proves. In addition to all this were some 
interesting and amusing stories resulting from Roy’s interaction with the 
locals, all of which he will also share with you tonight. The fact is that there is 
so much more to images of Cuba than the stereotypical one’s usually seen 
or to be gleaned from a normal commercial family holiday.

13th Jan 
(Thurs)

Workshop Evening with Tony Bramley FRPS. An informal 
appraisal of images, so do join in if you can. Please email your PDI’s to Tony 
Bramley by 4th January and refer to the Society’s website if you are unsure 
how to do this, or ask Tony.

18th Jan Colour Print League Competition (2nd round)
Appraisal  by Barbie Lindsay MPAGB, FBPE, EFIAP/s,

25th Jan “The Best Camera is the One You Have With You - Your 
Phone” -  Talk by Dr Tom Peck LRPS CPAGB. A photographic presentation 
of two halves, first looking at the types of photography that the mobile phone 
is ideal for – from portraiture (including selfies, of course!) to landscape, 
architecture, cityscapes and how to use the phone to ‘sketch’ before getting 
out the ‘proper’ camera. All of these will be illustrated with a mix of Tom’s own 
photographs plus some by other, world recognised, phone photographers.
The second half will have a practical focus, linking the presenter’s phone to 
the screen to show how to get the best out of taking phone photos and then 
how best to process them. Members are encouraged to take images with 
their phones before the evening so we can process them together on the 
night. Note: Don’t forget to bring your phones this evening!

1st Feb MIPS Challenge Trophy Interclub PDI League competition
Appraisal by Jonathan Vaines LRPS CPAGB AFAIP

8th Feb Monochrome Print League Competition (2nd round)
Appraisal  by David Robinson ARPS

13th Feb (Sun) EAF Annual General Meeting and PDI Championship at Fulbourn
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15th Feb “Wildlife Through a Lens” -  Talk by professional photographer, Tom 
Way. In this talk, Tom describes what it takes to be a Wildlife Photographer. 
It covers the importance of light, the best angles, and the emphasis on 
trying to compose a saleable image when looking through the lens, whilst 
photographing in a style which you enjoy. Tom describes his photographic 
journey over the past few years and how he has gone from working in a gym 
to taking wildlife images around the world and exhibiting them in the UK.  

17th Feb 
(Thurs)

Workshop Evening - Members’ Choice, Our February meeting 
will be another on a topic suggested by members. This evening will be run by 
Chrissie Hart ARPS DPAGB

22nd Feb Projected Digital Image League Competition (4th  round).
Appraisal by Andy Wilson ARPS

1st Mar Picture Forum. An inter-active evening where members are invited to 
submit an image which will be appraised and discussed in depth by a panel 
of CPS members, plus audience participation. Please email your image to 
programmesecretary@colchesterphotosoc.co.uk

1st Mar Braintree Monchrome Competition at Braintree

8th Mar Colour Print League Competition (3rd and Final Round)
Appraisal  by Rob Howarth LRPS DPAGB BPE5*

13th Mar (Sun) EAF Print Championship at Fulbourn

15th Mar “The Experience of Taking Images” - Talk by Vanda Ralevska 
FRPS.  “I focus on photography as a journey and an experience of connecting 
with the surrounding world; appreciating and making the most of whatever 
place, time and location I am in; finding the extraordinary beauty that exists 
within everyday things, and looking beyond the obvious”.

22nd Mar Three-on-a-Theme (Prints) and Digital Triptych (PDI) 
Competitions
Appraisal by Naomi Saul  ARPS ASINWP DPAGB APAGB EFIAP BPE4* 

29th Mar Projected Digital Image League Competition (5th Round)
Appraisal  by Nick Akers ARPS  BPE3* 

5th Apr The Essex Challenge 
An open PDI competition for images of any subject but which must have 
been taken in Essex. Two entries per person allowed.  Appraisal by Caroline 
Preece LRPS

12th Apr Annual CPS vs Wetzlar PDI Competition by Zoom 
Appraisal by Paul Radden LRPS CPAGB BPE4*

Date TBA (Sat) 62nd Maldon Challenge Trophy at Maldon C.C. - Interclub print and 
PDI Competition 
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19th Apr Monochrome Print League Competition (3rd and Final Round)
Appraisal  by Dr Julie Hudson ARPS DPAGB

25th Apr (Mon) Annual Print and PDI Battle with Ipswich and District PS at Ipswich. 

26th Apr “Living The African Dream” - Talk  by Alison Mees.  Join Alison’s 
journey through Africa, with photographs and stories of the bush. She spent 16 
years living and working in Africa and worked in the safari industry, supported 
community projects and assisted researchers with cheetah observations.
She is now working with CCF UK as a volunteer, helping to raise awareness 
and funds to help keep cheetahs in the wild. With only 7,100 remaining, they 
need our support. The presentation starts in Selous,Tanzania, Serengeti and 
Mara.

3rd May Projected Digital Image League Competition (6th and Final 
Round). Appraisal  by John Wilcox LRPS CPAGB

10th May “The Expressive Landscape”- Talk  by our very own Colin Westgate 
FRPS MPAGB MFIAP APAGB.  “The camera will capably record what is in front of 
it, but it cannot record what you feel”. Turning vision into a meaningful image.

17th May Image of the Year Print and PDI Competitions
Appraisal by Dr Tom Peck LRPS CPAGB

24th May Annual General Meeting and Presentation of Awards.

Workshop Evenings
These evenings are held on Thursdays at approximate monthly intervals and are organised by Membership 
Secretary, Tony Bramley. They are in addition to the main programme and will cover discussion and appraisal 
of images in an informal way, as well as Photoshop tutorials on basic techniques. They will, therefore, be 
an ideal forum for improving your pictures and developing your photographic skills. A charge of £3 will be 
made to cover the cost of room rental and refreshments. Everyone is welcome, although due to restrictions 
on space, please submit your name in advance to Tony as, if the room capacity is exceeded, it will be ‘first 

come, first served’.
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COMPETITION RULES & CHECKLIST 2020-2021
ADVANCED and INTERMEDIATE GROUPING.

In order to provide a degree of equality, members entering competitions are split into groups.
The first of these is the “Intermediate” group, being members who are either relatively new to 
photography or those who, whilst being a little bit more than a beginner, are not yet at what might 
be considered a highly skilled level.
The “Advanced” group is comprised of those members who are at a higher level than the 
aforementioned.

♦ New members, upon joining the club, should suggest their preferred grouping, having a view 
to their personal experience, to be agreed by the Print and PDI Secretaries. Members who 
have come from other clubs and who have regularly achieved success in their previous club 
competitions or have a photographic accreditation will be placed in the higher category.
♦ Members can go up from Intermediate to Advanced but not normally the other way. At the end 
of the season and at the discretion of the committee, those members who reach the top places at 
the Intermediate Level may be promoted to the Advanced. 
In addition, promotion of other members may also occur in order to maintain a reasonably 
fair balance between the two groups. Such advancement will only occur after discussion and 
agreement between the parties concerned. 

PRINT COMPETITION ENTRIES

Mounting: Advanced Section:
♦ An image MUST be on a 50cm x 40cm mount. This is a universally specified size of print mount 
which was established to avoid damage caused by smaller prints to others when placed in a pile 
prior to judging. Any prints offered on mounts of a different size to that stated will be rejected. 
Prints should be in a Window Mount, however a “full-page-bleed, flush mounted image”, namely 
one that covers the whole area of the mount, is also acceptable but please note that damage to 
the print edges during handling may occur. Please ask if you need help cutting mounts. 
♦ Minimum print area 308 sq cm (48 sq inches). Equates to approximately 20.5 x 15.02 cm or 8 x 
6 inches. 
♦ Image title and the name of the photographer to be clearly shown on the rear of the mount in 
the top left-hand corner when viewed from the back. 
♦ The front of the image shall not show any identification as to the photographer. 
♦ Printed borders – as required by yourself. 
♦ Note that pre-cut-to-size mount-board, backing board and framing tape can be purchased 
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through the club at bulk prices. Please speak to Vic for details. 

Mounting: Intermediate Section:
Same rules as above but:
♦ Members may want to take advantage of our 50cm x 40cm off-white pre-cut mounts with 
window suitable to take either landscape or portrait A4 size prints – please ask Vic or Kate. 
♦ We will allow prints to be surface mounted onto 50cm x 40cm board but note that this increases 
the chance of prints getting damaged. Please also note that prints so mounted will not be able 
to be included as part of the club’s entry into external competitions because of risk of damage. 
However, in such situations the selection committee may consider having such prints remounted 
to avoid this problem. 
♦ Please ask if you need help cutting your own mounts. Speak to Vic or Kate. 

P.D.I. (Projected Digital Image) COMPETITION ENTRIES

♦ Size: Max 1600 pixels in width. Max 1200 pixels in height. Note that as pixel dimensions are 
given “Resolution” can be ignored.
♦ Save as JPEG/Quality12 (note: Quality 12 means maximum quality) 
♦ Borders – optional, as required by yourself. 
♦ The image shall not show any identification as to the photographer. 
♦ It is important that you insert certain information within the image file (this is called “Metadata”) 
and please keep your name under “Author” constant so that all your images will be grouped 
together. This aids the PDI Secretary in scoring, image display and such like on the night. 

Easy to follow instructions on how to do this in Photoshop, Photoshop Elements and Lightroom 
are available as a download from the club’s website. 
 
♦ Save file as Image Title only and without the name of photographer (example: “Pink Flower”) 
in both upper and lower case as above. Mac users are asked to respect the advice given about 
not embedding files in emails.
Images will be shown in alphabetical order of title name. It is, therefore, best to avoid prefixing the 
image name with words like “The” or “A”. 
♦ If in any doubt please follow the clear instructions on our website under “Preparing Images for 
PDI Competitions”. A link for this is on the CPS Website. Failing this, please speak with the PDI 
Secretary for advice.



THE COMPETITIONS

Print League Competitions
There are two open print league competitions, namely Colour and Monochrome. The term 
“Open” meaning any subject of your choice. There are three colour print and three monochrome 
print rounds, which collectively are spread over six evenings. A maximum of two prints may be 
submitted for each round of both the colour and monochrome print competitions. The maximum 
number of entries for each competition over the season will therefore be six images in each 
competition. The overall winner of each competition will be based on the total aggregate score. 
If needed, a tie-break image will be used in the final round to decide the overall winner. This can 
either be an image presented during the last competition or another one you have used in the 
current season, in which case you need to submit it with your final image selection.
A PDI of images entered as prints must also be e-mailed to the Print Secretary with the requisite 
Exif file information in exactly the same format as for PDI competitions prior to the competition 
taking place. These images will be used on the website for members’ galleries and the top 
images from each competition will be displayed on both Facebook and the clubs website. Mac 
users are asked to respect the advice given about not embedding files in emails.

Projected Digital Image League Competitions
♦ Six PDI rounds for this Season. Again the subject is “open” and therefore any subject of your 
choice.
♦ Members in the Intermediate Section. - A maximum of two images per competition can be 
entered in rounds 1-4, with one image only permitted in the fifth and sixth rounds.
♦ Members in the Advanced Section. - A maximum of one image per competition can be entered 
in rounds 1-4, with two images permitted in the fifth and the sixth rounds.
♦ Images can be any combination of colour or monochrome. 
♦ The maximum number of digital entries for each competition over the season will therefore 
be ten images from the Intermediate Section and eight images from the Advanced section. The 
overall winner will be based on the total aggregate score in each section. If needed, a tie-break 
image will be used in the final round to decide the overall winner. This can either be an image 
presented during the last competition or another one you have used in the current season, in 
which case you need to submit it with your final image selection with your entry for the sixth and 
final round.
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THE FOLLOWING COMPETITIONS WILL NOT BE SPLIT INTO ADVANCED AND 
INTERMEDIATE:

Essex Challenge Trophy
♦ PDI competition with a maximum of two images following standard PDI guidelines.

Three-on-a-Theme Print Competition
♦ Prints - Maximum of two panel print entries. 
♦ Each set presented as a panel of three inter-related images and individually mounted (three 
images on a single mount is not acceptable). 
♦ Each image in the panel shall be clearly labelled in the top left corner on the back of each print 
with the individual name of the panel and the name of the photographer. 
♦ Each image shall be clearly marked under the panel name with its position within the overall 
panel when viewed from the front (e.g. Left, Centre or Right). 

Digital Triptych Competition
♦ Digital Images – Maximum of two digital, inter-related Triptych* images following standard PDI 
guidelines.
♦ Each image file name shall clearly display the title of the triptych image, followed by the name 
of the photographer. See rules for filling in File Info under Digital Images for Projection. 
* Triptych = For the purpose of this club’s competition, a triptych is a presentation made up 
of three (and only three) distinctly separated photographic images displayed on a common 
background, which must be of a single colour or tone and not an image, pattern or texture. It 
cannot be one image split into three elements. The only restriction on the arrangement of the 
triptych’s three images is that they must not meet or overlap. There is no requirement that the 
three images must be either the same size or the same shape. Added borders, drop shadows etc. 
are allowed.

Image of the Year Competitions
♦ These are one-off competitions in two categories, namely projected digital images and prints, 
which take place towards the end of the season. There will be a winner in each category.
♦ A maximum of two entries per member can be entered, either 2 PDI’s, 2 prints or 1 of each.
♦ Entries must be selected from those images already entered into any competition (including 
“fun competitions”) in the current season. There are no restrictions on which category images 
can be entered into (i.e. an image previously shown as a print can be entered as a PDI for this 
competition or vice-versa). The selection of an image from the digital triptych PDI competition is 
permitted.
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GENERAL COMPETITION RULES

♦ An image or similar variation of it can only be entered once in the League Competitions, 
either as a print or a PDI, colour or monochrome. 
However this image may also be entered in any other competition but only in the same season, 
including the Image of the Year. Minor processing tweaks are allowed, but the image must 
otherwise be similar to your previous entry. In other words, you cannot change it from colour to 
mono or vice-versa etc.
♦ If joining from another club or organisation, previous competition images that are more than 
twelve months old shall not be offered up for a C.P.S. competition.
♦ All entries for the Print Competitions shall be brought along on the club evening one week prior 
to the competition, or earlier if you are likely to be absent, and handed to the Print Competition 
Secretary. 
♦ All entries for any of the digitally projected competitions shall be submitted only to the Internal 
PDI Competition Secretary and by no later than the Thursday evening prior to the date of the 
competition. This can be by email or memory stick. If issued by email such images shall only 
be sent to their formal club email address namely “pdisecretary@colchesterphotosoc.co.uk” 
(Note: please DO NOT send to private email of the Competition Secretary).  
It is incumbent on the member to check receipt of such images. 
♦ The Member agrees to the use of their images for publicity purposes, on the club website and 
to enable the club to enter a number of external competitions. Members may request that their 
images are not used in this way by informing the Club Secretary. The image shall not show any 
identification as to the photographer. 
♦ If re-using mount board please ensure that any sticky residue is removed or securely covered. 
This is to prevent marking to other prints that might come into contact. 
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You are urged to review the rules and other details relating to our 
competitions above and take careful note of the changes that may have 

occurred from last season. 

Please speak to the Competition Secretaries if you have any questions or 
need some guidance. We really do want to see your work, irrespective of the 

level you are at. This is especially true for those new to photography. Everyone 
is here to help you in the submission of your images and to guide you in the 

improvement of your work and overall enjoyment.
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PARKING

Please note that parking for Club Members is only permitted to the left 
hand side of the car park. The spaces on the right hand side, under the 

windows immediately alongside the church, are reserved for others.
When parking, can you please make sure that the front of your vehicle is 

facing the wall, so that reverberation noise from exhausts does
 not inconvenience the neighbours.

DATA PROTECTION POLICY

The Colchester Photographic Society (CPS) is established with the objects set out in 
its Constitution, and is a data controller within the UK.

The personal information referred to in this Policy may include name, contact details, 
records of entries to events, and such other information as may be necessary for the 
effective management of the legitimate interests of CPS. Any person wishing to verify 
the information held by the CPS may apply to the Secretary.

Colchester Photographic Society collects and holds personal information about:
1. Its members, as defined by the Constitution, and which is shared with members of 
the CPS Committee.
2. Those offering their services to the CPS eg, as judges or lecturers. This information 
is used to facilitate administration, services and the general organisation of CPS and 
its various activities. This information is shared amongst the members of the CPS 
Committee.
3. Details relating to members of the Committee are published each year in the 
annual programme.
4. Photographers as the creators of Images used in the activities of CPS. This 
information is managed subject to the Constitution and Rules of CPS.

CPS may retain historical archives, for example but not limited to, records of 
meetings, competition entries, awards and other events and results.
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Subscriptions
£48 for individual full membership

£79 for joint full membership
£35 for Associate Membership

£28 for student/disabled/country membership
Normally £3 per night for visitors, unless specified otherwise 

in the programme.

For more information please contact Tony Bramley 

Associate Membership – The Society has a limit on club membership numbers and, in the 
event of the limit being exceeded, potential members may apply to go on the waiting list to join 
when a vacancy becomes available.  Associate Membership has been introduced, allowing 
people to join the club and enjoy all the benefits of full membership, except that of being able 
to enter the formal PDI, Print and Image of the Year Competitions. A reduced annual fee exists 
to reflect this. The category of Associate Membership is only open to potential new members. 
Upon a vacancy becoming available and offered to the individual concerned, their Associate 
Membership shall be relinquished and Full Membership shall be adopted.

Full Membership – Full membership of the Society occurs when a vacancy becomes 
available, most usually occurring at the start of a new season. Factors taken into account 
when assessing membership applications will include, but are not limited to, considerations 
such as existing Associate Membership, length of time on the Waiting List, known character 
and prior attendance as a visitor on club nights and other Society events, such being seen as 
a demonstrable keen interest in joining the Society. 
It should be noted that selection based upon “waiting list, first-come-first-served basis” will not 
necessarily apply.

Membership selection is generally made by the Committee taking full account of the foregoing 
and their decision is final.  The Society maintains the right not to provide a reason in the event 
of a refusal. This applies to both categories of membership.
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“The Jewish Museum,Berlin” by Jonathan Dadds

“Church Singing” by Matthew Millard


